C-value paradox in angiosperm plant species. I. Sensitivity to DNase I in species with different 2C DNA content.
The experimental conditions for DNAase I digestion in situ for plant nuclei have been presented. Cytophotometric measurements of DNA loss performed on Feulgen-stained nuclei of three species differing in 2C DNA, heterochromatin and condensed euchromatin contents have shown that the lower 2C DNA amount the higher is DNase I sensitivity. Heterochromatin and some fractions of euchromatin are DNase I resistant. Microdensitometric measurements along M chromosome in Vicia faba have demonstrated the sites hypersensitive to DNase I.